Winter 2017 Lecture Series C. G. Jung Society of Vancouver

Beyond Narcissism
Mirroring, Mandalas & Self-Remembering
January 20
7:30 pm
Museum of Vancouver

«The pitiful truth of
narcissism is that the
narcissist stares in the
mirror and no one stares
back» (Hollis, 2016).
This is the curse of our
times, of our world-view: the
curse of self-absorption,
which the myth of Narcissus
has tragically come to typify.
Narcissus at the Fountain, miniature from Romance of the Rose, 1340-50

But what if this reading of the ancient myth was in itself a narcissistic misreading? What if we
were to realize that someone actually is staring back at us, while we gaze through the glass
darkly? Where would the realization of such mysterious otherness, of such a silent specular
presence take us? «Everything of which we are conscious is an image, and the psyche is made
up of images» — images more alive than we can possibly fathom. This has been Jung's largely
unheeded, anti-narcissistic warning to modern, self-absorbed and unaware "narcissists".
This talk explores Jung's views of the liberating potential contained in self-reflexive images by
"mirroring" them into those held by Medieval visionaries, poets, and artists from different cultural
traditions, who had the courage to realize that the images staring at us from the depths of our
unconscious repository are in fact incomparably more alive than we are.

Daniela Boccassini is Professor of Italian Studies at the University of British
Columbia, Vancouver. In this talk she will address one of her long-standing research
interests: the way in which a comparative reading of medieval hermeneutics of the
human experience and of Jung’s depth psychology may help us develop a deeper
understanding of the workings of archetypal imagination, in view of our present
uncertainties, as a global community called to take responsibility for the survival of
the planet we call home.
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