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During a trip to Romania, a dream of an old Roma ‘gypsy’ woman
came to me. This dream image and its somatic reverberation
marked the apex of a four-year journey of inner reckoning with the
opposites of masculine/feminine, Pagan/Christian, and logos/eros.
It resulted in a theatre performance where I played the role of
Salomé in a contemporary adaptation of Oscar Wilde’s original
play.
Jung believed that working with anima/animus is the magnum opus
of the individuation process. Yet, contemporary analytic psychology
has little explored how these archetypes are actually embodied and
lived out. Dionysian theatre, as James Hillman has long proposed,
offers a powerful ritual temenos for bringing these opposites into
communion and for experiencing the resulting tensions.
This evening’s lecture weaves together the separate threads of the
dreams and synchronicities that occurred as I developed the
character of Salomé. Exploring Jung’s encounter with Salomé in
the Red Book provides an analysis of the complex projective fields
of anima/animus that were present in Jung’s life and in Wilde’s
play, and amplifies Salomé as an unconscious element of the
feminine with the power to illuminate within the Anima Mundi what
is obscured by the spiritualized light of logos.
Wilde’s play confirms that the initial meeting of the spiritualized
masculine and the eroticized feminine ends in tragedy, a death
coniunctio. He also shows brilliantly that the foundations of this
death marriage flourish within the traditionally narrow gender roles
of the patriarchal world frame. Anima projections present in the
“male gaze” attempt to limit the expression of the feminine through
keeping it vacillating between being sexualized or abandoned, lost
or fallen, just as collective animus projections keep the masculine
struggling to maintain sovereignty and spiritual authority.
Jung referred to his vision of Salomé and Elijah as the Mystery
Play. The Mysterium and his struggle to understand it are at the
core of his life and work. The bringing together of the ecstatic,
erotic kind of “living from the body” represented by Salomé with the
wisdom and spiritual insight represented by the prophet Elijah is a
tremendous task--it is the great task of our unique time in history
and one that the dead call out to be completed from the
underworld.
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